8State: NYS 8th Grade Earth Science and Lab
mgigliello@stfrancisschoolbh.net

Mrs. Maureen Gigliello

GENERAL OVERVIEW: Our State course is Regents-based. In addition to astronomy, the course examines
the interactions between the four spheres that make Earth.  We cover all areas of the NYS 8th Grade Earth
Science curriculum as well as a large portion of the high school level Regents Earth Science curriculum.
MAJOR UNITS TAUGHT:
I. Astronomy
II. Earth Structure / Plate Tectonics
III. Rocks and Minerals
IV. Weather and Climate
GRADING POLICY:
65%
15%
10%
5%
5%

exam average
lab grade
assignments
written submissions/projects
class participation/decorum

Learning Materials: Chapter notes, Barron’s Book (BB) assignments, cheat sheets, labs, rubrics etc. will be
available for download and/or printing via Classroom.
Chapter Notes: Students are required to stay one half page ahead of our classroom discussion. This is
accomplished by critically reading (not skimming and/or scanning) his/her chapter notes. If your child is not
reading 3 or 4 nights per week, our academic agreement is not being fulfilled. Suggestion: ½ page of notes
per night, read 2x.
Barron’s Book Assignments (replace last year’s review sheets)
Students must indicate why the other choices are wrong (not just circle their answer). If this requirement is not
met, the student is removed from the class (for that review session). These are not graded assessments.
Cheat sheets are also teacher-chosen/generated. 100% credit is awarded for completion, alone. I record all
the 100’s and then we review the sheet. Cheat sheet work is not accepted late as the due date is announced well
in advance.
Labs:
a. Labs are subject to scheduling on any day of the week.
b. On the report card, a “2” is achieved for a numeric grade average of 70-79, “3” for 80-93 and “4” for 94-100.
c. Students will sit for the NYS 8th  Grade Science Lab Performance Exam. The score for this Performance
Exam is a scaled portion of the final NYS Science Exam Grade.
Exams: Students are advised to focus on chapter notes and their own written notes. BB/cheat sheets come
next. Finally, any and all diagrams covered in class.

Life happens: the printer runs out of ink, kids get sick, etc….
When Absent (unforeseen), cheat sheets (and other assignments) should be emailed by 2:30 pm on the due date
or as soon as the student is well enough to do so.
When Absent (scheduled), cheat sheets (and other assignments) due while the student will not be present, must
be submitted prior to the scheduled absence. Students are expected to take care of their business.
Make up Exams are administered after school from approx 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm. The student is dismissed once
the exam is completed. A teacher-parent-student date will be confirmed, via email.
Exams are not administered to individual students prior to being administered to the entire class.
Forgotten work (or no ink in printer!) Essays, cheat sheets and projects forgotten that morning, will be
accepted via email on that very same day. There is no reason to jump into the car….
1. Work must be sent before 3:15 pm. Students can scan, take a picture etc and send to meet this deadline.
2. Students must then submit a hard copy the very next school day.
If these 2 criteria are met; there will be no loss of credit.
Essays are to be completed in Black, 12, Times New Roman Font, Double-spaced, MLA style heading.
Students are required to think for themselves. Information/material not of the student’s own creation must be
cited.
Email: I will accept and open email from a student’s school-provided address but I will reply to BOTH the
student and parent. Proper email formatting is required. Directions found on Class page.
Our Academic Agreement calls for my student to have:
➢ the “verb’ in them to ask as many questions, as humanly, possible.
➢ prepared for class (by having read the designated note section as per the chapter outline).
➢ his/her Chromebook, fully charged.
➢ at least two functioning pens: Do Not Ask Me For A pen!
➢ an “accordion” style folder with a minimum 5 sleeves.
➢ work ready to be submitted (when applicable): this means already stapled!
➢ completed written assignments and be fully prepared to discuss his/her responses.
➢ the fortitude and respect to tell the truth and nothing but the truth should the situation present itself.
➢ the confidence to speak directly to me concerning missing homework, late essays, inaccurate exam
grades etc. Parent notes are not necessary for these types of issues.
➢ $.50 at the ready should the student respond: “Yeah, What, Whaa, Like, Nah, I dunno” (as examples)
➢ a sense of humor and the willingness to enjoy SCIENCE!
Class Participation/Decorum: It is my goal to involve each student in every class. I build in 5 additional points
for participation and decorum. Students begin with a “3” and then the majority will work their way up with
appropriate class activism. However, sometimes a student will attempt to be that negative class presence (in
essence trying to waste everyone else’s time and your tuition money). To be honest, I have absolutely no
patience or degree of flexibility with that choice of behavior. Therefore, in addition to the school-mandated
process of dealing with inappropriate behavior I utilize these 5 “wiggle” points.

We have read the Academic Agreement in regard to 8S Science. In addition, permission
is given for my son/daughter to attend Science class on the beach.
Student’s Name & Homeroom __________________________________________________
___________________________________
Student’s Signature

__________________________________
Date Agreed To

____________________________________
Parent’s Signature

__________________________________
Date Agreed To

